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Acrylic on canvas, 48x48 inches

Fearless, 2019
Acrylic on canvas, 48x36 inches

Wisdom, 2019
Acrylic on canvas, 48x36 inches

Aphrike (Africa), 2019
Acrylic on canvas, 48x36 inches

Ebony, 2019
Ollage mixed media on canvas, 48x48 inches

Future, 2019
Acrylic on canvas, 30x36 inches
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Collage mixed media on canvas, 36x48 inches
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Love and unity, 2019
Acrylic on canvas, 48x48 inches

The value in me, 2019
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Acrylic on canvas, 48x48 inches
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Acrylic on canvas, 48x36 inches
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Success, 2019
Acrylic on canvas, 36x48 inches
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Acrylic on canvas, 48x36 inches

My heritage, 2019
Acrylic on canvas, 48x48 inches
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Acrylic on canvas, 36 x 30 inches

DATE:14th, Sept., 2019 TIME: 4pm

FOREWORD
A er experimenting in various exhibitions
and festivals over the past four years, in this
grand solo exhibition Gabriel Jideonwor
shows his budding true colors to the world.
In Black is Gold he goes back to the core
of what it means to be a contemporary
black African artist.

Being torn between the hardship of modern urban African society
with its issues of violence, corruption, inequalities and injustice
and being the proud descendant of a rich African heritage in terms
of traditions, culture and nature, he creates his own vision on
black empowerment: Black is Gold. He radiates the self-awareness
and self-conﬁdence of a new generation of African artists that
appreciate and seamlessly integrate African traditions and values
into a contemporary form, whilst simultaneously recognizing the
imperfections and need to change. Recognizing the struggle for
embracing and ﬁghting for universal human values, emotions
and dignity in order to become better people in better societies.
This translates in series of portraits in various styles, from colourful
expressionistic pop-art to quite earthy and modest portraits with
clear inﬂuences from Helene Scher eck, most of them with a
surrealistic twist focusing on the expression of the eyes, being the
mirror of the soul. Faces with a clear African connotation,
showing their varying views on the world shaped by past
experiences. Most not overly happy gazes, even vulnerable at
times, but always with a core of resilience and intransigence, a
sense of self-worth, of determination. The longer you look at
these gazes, the more you wonder what history of experiences
shaped them and how they will shape their future.
Compared to these faces, Jideonwor's abstracts are a
celebration, quite outspoken with an abundance of colors,
painted in the same expressionistic painting style as some of his
portraits.
With this exhibition, Jideonwor clariﬁes his artistic signature, in
more than one respect.
Joke Bakker-Jansen,
Director Open Art Exchange, International Art Center.

BIOGRAPHY
Gabriel Jideonwor (1991), studied painting and graduated at Lagos
State Polytechnic (LASPOTECH) in Art and Industrial Design in
2015. As a young artist Jideonwor experimented in the past years
with various styles moving from realism and impressionism to a
more expressionistic painting style with a surrealistic twist an
abstracts. His colourful, expressive portraits and urban sceneries
reflect on human interaction and emotions in modern African
societies, seamlessly mixing African culture and symbolism in a
universal contemporary setting. Over the past four years,
Jideonwor has been exhibiting in various exhibitions and art
festivals in Nigeria, South-Africa, UK, Luxembourg and The
Netherlands and is scheduled to be presented on the Gent Art Fair
in Belgium in September 2019. In addition, he runs a successful
practice and gallery growing young local artists in Lekki/Lagos.

ARTISTIC STATEMENT
As an artist I reﬂect on the urban African environment I live in and
how this environment ﬁts within the wider global context. It is a
complex world full of conﬂicts, corruption, inequalities and
contradictions. It is also a great world for its resilient, cheerful and
courageous people, its community and family values, its rich and
diverse traditions, its vivid arts and cultures and its beautiful
nature. As a black African artist, I feel very much connected to this
rich heritage and proud of being part of it.
At the same me, it saddens me to observe the many issues of
violence, discrimination and injustice happening in socieites today.
It's not just the simple black against white racial picture, as these
very issues are suﬀered in our own black African communities as
well. Each society has its own issues due to the way we interact
with one another, based on greed or fear and distrust for the
otherness we do not know. We all have an individual choice
though to interact diﬀerently and shape societies diﬀerently
tomorrow.
My work seeks to explore the impact of human interactions in
view of universal human values, emotions and the need for human
dignity that connect us all underneath our diﬀerences. It reveals in
a contemporary way the incredible richness of our heritage to
others who may not know. It aims to encourage curiosity and
openness towards diversity, to nourish renewed awareness,
understanding, self-conﬁdence and trust.
Gabriel Jideonwor

BLACK IS GOLD
Black is Gold is about the aims and struggles of humanity. Our
societies suffer from many issues, like conflict, violence,
discrimination and injustice. As humans we need to fight and
overcome those issues, to change the way we treat one another
and shape better societies. Everyone is part of this and need to
take his own personal responsibility, struggling daily to make the
right choices.
Black is Gold is encouraging people to never give up this struggle
and keep aiming for achieving a better life in a better society. Black
symbolizes the struggle we all go through in daily life, the set backs
and negative experiences that shape our views and threaten to
take away our hopes and dreams. The experiences that we have to
overcome, only makes us come back stronger. Gold symbolizes the
achievements we aim for, which we will accomplish if we continue
our struggle with self-confidence and determination. Both are
necessary and valued elements in this equation of life: if there is
no struggle, there is no progress.
" Those who profess to favor freedom, and yet depreciate
agitation, are men who want crops without plowing up the ground.
They want rain without thunder and lightning. They want the
ocean without the awful roar of its many waters. This struggle may
be a moral one; or it may be a physical one; or it may be both moral
and physical; but it must be a struggle. Power concedes nothing
without a demand. It never did and it never will." Frederick Douglass
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